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October 2026 

Welcome to the October issue of the  
Newsletter. Hope you enjoyed the summer break. The 
picture on the front cover is courtesy of Gary Davis in 

preparation for Halloween.  
Any photos or pictures for the front cover will be most 

welcome. 
The deadline for the next issue will be Monday 19th  

October.  

Dates for your diary… 

8th October  
7pm 

Netheravon Parish Council meeting 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

10th October 
6:30pm 

Music at the Abbey in aid of Wiltshire 
Bobby van, see page 9 

Malmesbury 
Abbey 

13th October 
7pm 

Enford Gardening Club 
Enford Village 
Hall, 
Enford 

31st October 
6pm 

Enford Halloween Bonfire and  
Fireworks, see page 13 

Enford Village 
Hall, 
Enford 

5th December 
11am - 2pm 

Charity Christmas Market 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

5th December 
2pm 

Christmas Prize Bingo 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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The next Newsletter  
deadline is 

Monday 19th October 2026. 
 

Emails are preferred but all 
items for inclusion, whether they 
are handwritten, typed or via  
e-mail,  
MUST be submitted by the 
deadline date. 
Emails must have editable  
attachments so that we can fit them 
into available place 
 

Please send e-mails to  
NetheravonNewslet-
ter@outlook.com 
Hand written submissions can be 
submitted to Susan Birks, Nethera-
von Newsletter C/O the Phoenix 
Hall and please post in their mail-
box on the wall outside. 
 

We reserve the right to reject or omit 
from publication any material that is 
considered to be detrimental to any 
person or which is not in the best  
interest of the community as a whole.  
All letters and articles must be signed, 
but we will withhold the name of the 
writer if this is requested. 

Photo on front cover is 
courtesy of Gary Davis. 

I have been asked to provide 
bank details for anyone who 

would like to make a donation,  
donations can be made by bank 

transfer to the account  
Netheravon, Haxton and  

Fittleton Newsletter, Sort Code: 
30-90-21, Account No: 
02335532, Reference:  

Newsletter Donation  or by cash 
to me, Susan Birks, at the 

Cheerful Cuppa. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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A word from  Rev Joe Stone,  

Team Vicar. 

"The trees are in their autumn beauty, 
The woodland paths are dry, 

Under the October twilight the water 
Mirrors a still sky;" 
• W. B. Yeats 

 
After a lively summer at the vicarage filled with our boys splashing in the 
paddling pool, the air has turned distinctly crisp. I really enjoy Autumn - 
hedgerows heavy with blackberries, morning mists settling over the 
fields, the sharp evening chill, and gathering round the fire on bonfire 
night. 
 
Lately, catching the growing silver in my own hair, I feel a kinship with 
those turning leaves. As human beings we are unique in so many ways - 
we plan, feel, and achieve so much. Yet in the end each of us physically 
returns to the earth - dust to dust. Even King David—the great warrior 
and giant-slayer who became king—eventually grew old and shivered 
under his blankets. Just before he died, he said he was about to go "the 
way of all the earth" (1 Kings 2:2).  
 
Yet the Christian faith offers hope that even 
though we will fall and fade like autumn leaves, 
there is enduring hope. Just as autumn carries 
the quiet promise of bright spring days and new 
growth, Christ’s  
resurrection—which the New Testament calls 
the ‘first fruits’ of a great harvest to come—
offers life beyond our earthly life. In his death 
and resurrection, winter never has the final 
word. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Reverend Joe Stone 

Many thanks to all who attended and helped to 

run the Party in the Park 5th September. We 

were blessed with a sunny day, and the event raised funds for  

Netheravon All Saints School PTA, for the Netheravon Day Centre, and 

towards maintaining our beautiful Saxon church. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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For more information about the Avon River Team Churches contact: 
The Team Office: 01980 655457  
Rev. Philip Bromiley: 01980 258549 or philip@avonriverteam.org.uk 
www.avonriverteam.org.uk/ 

October Church Services for 
Avon River Team       

 

 
HC: Holy Communion; HC BCP: Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer 
FS: Family Service; BC: Breakfast Church 

Parish \ 
Date 

4 October 11 October 18 October 25 October 

Bulford 11.00 

HC 

 10.30 

Family  
Service 

11.00  
HC 

Durrington 09.30  
Fun Church 

10.30 

Team Holy 
Communion 

Service 

09.30  
HC 

09.30 

Informal HC 

Enford 09.30  
HC 

   09.30  
Breakfast 
Church 

18.00  
Evensong 

Figheldean 11.00  
Morning  
Worship 

  11.00  
HC 

10.45  
Breakfast 
Church 

Fittleton 
cum  
Haxton 

With  
Netheravon 

  18.00  
Evensong 

With  
Netheravon 

Milston 09.30  
HC BCP 

  09.30  
HC BCP 

09.30  
HC BCP 

Netheravon 11.00     
HC 

15.00  
Informal 
Team  
Service 

 With  
Fittleton 

11.00  
Morning  
Worship 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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Netheravon Parish Council News from Council meeting 10
th

  
September 2026 

 WELCOME BY CHAIRMAN 

The Chairman welcomed all the Netheravon in Bloom winners present and  
presented them with their certificates and prizes, see article.  

REPORT BY WILTSHIRE COUNCILOR  

Report sent before the meeting - Cllr Blair Pilling spoke about the amenity tip. 
Informed the council that they would need to add salt to their precept for next 
year and spoke about the speed watch support from the Police.   

Planning - Since the last Parish Council meeting there have been 2 items for 
the planning committee to attend to. 

PL-2026-04958: 3 Harefield Crescent – A 2-story side extension, and an 
enlarged porch to the front.  Recommendation is to approve as this will 
add value to the development and not infringe on neighbours. 
The committee received 2 letters from parishioners questioning NPC  
current practice on how it deals with the planning applications it receives.  
They also gave advice on how to amend NPC practice to best fit in with 
NALC guidelines.  This was discussed at the NPC September meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

Message received regarding asbestos tipped at Haxton coming down the hill – 
dealt with by Landmarc,  
Email regarding dead tree in Millenium – sent to Landmarc.  
Email re more items in Old School Close Park – Council discussed this, it was 
agreed to ask the handyman to get a quote for a basket swing, and bring to 
next month’s meeting.  
Letter re Planning Policy from Member of Public and another with support for it. 
Cllr Coslett addressed the Council and the Member of Public who wrote it and 
was present. He said he was grateful for the person bringing it to our attention 
and that the council would adopt the 4 additional words.  
We have approximately 12 planning applications a year and between 40-60% 
are trees being removed in the conservation area.  
The member of public said that the proper officer/clerk could under delegation 
make sure public were informed.  
Cllr Coslett said we would adopt the new policy and send it to the Clerk.  
Furnies coffee shop – 5th December scarecrow trail email received about  
potentially combining the scarecrow trail with the Christmas tree decorating, 
Christmas carols etc.   
The Council thought it was a good idea but felt 4

th
 December a week too early 

for the tree to go up.  Suggested putting it up on the 12
th
. Was the idea to have 

the carols etc at the library?  As Furnies wouldn’t be the best idea for lots of 

children etc.  Clerk to speak to Furnies.  

Next Meeting  will be 8th October 2026 7pm at the Phoenix Hall. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Netheravon in Bloom 
 
The Chairman welcomed all the Netheravon in Bloom  
winners present and presented them with their certificates 
and prizes.  He once again thanked them for all their efforts 
to help keep the village allotments looking lovely and also 
the work on the village tubs.  He especially thanked the  
allotment volunteers for all their hard work over the last 5 
years as they hope to stand back now and hand over the 
reins to 2 new volunteers, with a little help when needed. 

Cheerful Cuppa 
July Fundraising 

Everyone at Cheerful Cuppa had a wonderful time at our July fundraising 
event. The Ukelele Band (WUGA) very kindly came to entertain us and we 
had singing and dancing all morning. There was a very successful raffle 
with some lovely prizes donated by our generous friends. 

All the proceeds were donated to Myeloma UK (£300) with additional 
funds from donations through the year going to the  
Samaritans (£100), the Day Centre (£100) and Salisbury  
Hospice (£300).  This was a marvellous total of £800.  
Thank you all for your generosity. 

All the charities thanked us for the donations and  
Myeloma UK said “CHEERFUL CUPPA Thank you for  
helping us to get closer to a cure. Thank you so much to  
everyone who helped to raise £300.00 to support the work  
of Myeloma UK” 

Mary Towle 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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To find out more visit  www.netheravonspast.co.uk  

Wiltshire Horn Sheep and dewponds – another glimpse into 
the past. 

 
There are several  reports where shepherds have died on   
Salisbury Plain in bad weather. The horse drawn shepherd’s huts 
(now popular for holidays} would be positioned  near to the flocks 
and contain small iron stoves for shepherds and lambs. Sheep 
had to be hardy and the Wiltshire Horn Sheep was just that. It is 
unusual in that it does not need shearing as it has a short wool 
and hair coat which it sheds naturally in Spring.  The sheep were 
bred for their meat. The breed came near to extinction during the 
19

th
 century as the price of wool rose and there was a move away 

from horned sheep. Both sexes have horns. The Wiltshire Horn 
Sheep Society was founded in 1923 and numbers have since  
increased. 
 
Linked to the sheep rearing economy were the dewponds. Chalk 
downland is porous  and many streams are winter “bournes’ only, 
as in Netheravon. Dewponds were the only sources of water for 
the sheep and were constructed to collect rainwater. They were 
lined with puddled clay and straw. Square ponds were a speciality 
of men (particularly the Cruse family) from Imber who travelled 
around making and repairing them in summer during the 18

th
 and 

19
th
 centuries.  Those left today are a haven for wildlife, as is 

much of Salisbury Plain. 
 
Marion Coupe 
 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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PHOENIX HALL NETHERAVON  

Are you looking for somewhere to hold a work or family celebration for 
Christmas or New Year? The Phoenix Hall would be ideal it is a ver-
satile space and is perfect for all kinds of activities. It is located in the 
village next to Netheravon village school and accessible to all having 
full disabled access with a large car park. 
 
There is a large main hall and a smaller meeting room. There are 3 
separate kitchens one of which is a full catering kitchen.  All are fully 
equipped and the cost of all tables/chairs/glass ware/fridges and 
cooking equipment etc is included in the room hire charge. At the rear 
of the hall is a large patio area. The furniture provided is suitable for 
outside use.  Free Wi fi is available throughout the building. 
 
Activities at the Phoenix Hall 

 

• Cheerful Cuppa: Join us every Tuesday from 10 AM to 12 PM 
to meet the villagers and have a chat over hot or cold drinks and 
homemade cake or    savouries!  

• ART Group: All skill levels welcome! Every Tuesday from 2 PM 
to 4.30 PM. Contact Pauline Gillespie   
paulinegillespie1948@googlemail.com or 07721 737688 for 
more  
info.  

• Netheravon Day Centre: Every Wednesday from 9 AM to 3 
PM. Please  contact Caroline Aubrey Fletcher for more  
information at cfaubreyfletcher@gmail.com 

• Fortnightly Craft Group: Every other Wednesday from 2PM to 
4PM. Contact Alex Sawle Email  
Alexandra_sawle@hotmail.com or call 07749449275. 

There is a weekly exercise class.:    

• Light Dance Exercise for Over 60s: Thursdays from 2 PM to 3 
PM with Cherryll Beswick. Email cherryllbeswick@gmail.com or 
call 07516 580923 for details.  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:Alexandra_sawle@hotmail.com


 October 2026                              

Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/ 11 NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com 

PHOENIX HALL NETHERAVON  

Book Your Event at the Phoenix Hall!  
For a more private event we have a smaller venue which can hold up to 
16 people.  If you have a larger event or special occasion coming up 
we’d love to help you make it happen! The hire charge includes all 
equipment tables and chairs etc. Check availability and book at 
www.phoenixhall.org or email phoenixhall@live.co.uk or Contact Pam 
direct at 07355330603 to discuss your requirements she is always  
happy to show you around.  
 

Some recent comments from users of The Phoenix Hall. 
 
“We celebrated the 18th Birthday of our dear nephew. Around 60 family 
and friends travelled from across the UK and had such a memorable 
time together. The hall was a perfect size for our gathering and the  
layout worked really well for hosting. The kitchen especially worked  
really well as it was very well equipped and had access to the outdoor 
space and parking without interrupting the main hall.  Thank you and 
we hope to host more events at Phoenix Hall in the future!”  
 
“I just wanted to pass on our thanks for an easy, no stress hall booking 
and event this morning.” 

Message from Cherryll Beswick  
 
Hello Over 60’s Exercise Class  
 
I hope everyone is well and recovering from the protracted hot summer. 
It’s that time of year when I send a huge thankyou to my class. We 
have been going from strength to strength now in the 8th year, how time 
flies and you are doing so well and still standing !! and laughing  
together. We have had lots of fun and hard work to keep us going. 
Thank you for your continued support of all our sessions and social 
gatherings. You have all done very well whatever I throw your way, 
keep up the good work, you are amazing. 
 
Love Cherryll 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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Information from PC 
Kinge and PCSO Kaur 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Netheravon Working Mens Club 
Our Funday went well. 
We gave a donation of £300+ to The Salisbury Hospice. 

Thanks to all for our Raffle Donations 
Thanks also to Wayne, Nigel, Matty, Bob & Jaiden for helping set up. 
Thanks to Jaiden for calling the raffle. 

A good day was had by all. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Sat 3rd October         Quiz 
Sat 17th October        Party with Chris Baker 
Sat 24th October        Quiz 
Sun 25th October         Pumpkin Day (Bring your Carved Pumpkins ) 
Sat 31st October         Halloween Party 
 
Sat 7th November       Party 
Remembrance Sunday     FREE CURRY  LUNCH  & Auction 
Sat 14th November      Quiz 
Sat 21st November          Darts Competition 
Sat 28th November          Quiz 
 

Christmas Draw Tickets    Now on SALE  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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 ✨MELODY AND MOVES ACADEMY   
 

Does your child love to sing, perform and be the star of the show?   
 

We are so excited to be launching Melody and Moves Academy - a fun,  
welcoming space where children can discover their voice, grow in confi-

dence and fall in love with performing!   
 

Our sessions will encourage children to:  
 

  Explore and develop their singing voices 

  Learn fun songs and sing as part of a group 

 Build confidence when performing in front of others 

  Combine singing with movement and dance  

❤️ Have fun while discovering their own unique voice!   
 

Whether your child is already singing around the house or is a little shy 

and looking for a confidence boost, everyone is welcome!  
 

   ️STARTING: Friday 16th October  ️   
 

  BOOK YOUR FREE TASTER SESSION NOW!   
 

Text or call us on 07549616174  
 

Email : Melodyandmovesacademy@hotmail.com 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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What’s New at Furnie’s   

It’s been such a lovely few months at Furnie’s Coffee Shop, and we’ve been delighted to welcome 

so many familiar faces, as well as lots of new visitors. Every visit, conversation and friendly smile 

means so much to us. 

We’re especially pleased to have introduced our Afternoon Teas, which have already become a 

firm favourite.     Whether you’re joining us for a catch-up with friends, marking a special 

occasion or simply treating yourself to a relaxing afternoon, we’d love to make you feel at home. 

As the days grow cooler, we’re also looking ahead to our autumn and winter menu. We’re  

exploring plenty of comforting ideas, including warming favourites, hearty lunches, delicious 

homemade treats and, of course, our specially blended coffee to help keep you cosy. 

Please note that Furnie’s will be closed for family holidays from 21 to 30 October and again from 

9 to 15 December. We appreciate your understanding and look forward to welcoming you back 

when we reopen. 

Why not visit Furnie’s soon and try our Afternoon Tea for yourself? It’s  

the perfect way to enjoy a relaxing catch-up, a special treat or simply  

some time to unwind. We look forward to welcoming you and sharing  

more details about our exciting autumn and winter menu as it takes shape. 

Furnie’s Coffee Shop  

Good food • Great coffee • A warm welcome 

Karen and Mark  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Ian Greenland - Master Thatcher 

High Street, Netheravon 

Quality workmanship at fair prices 

Call:07835 212707 or 01980 671059 

For friendly advice & fair estimates 

igmasterthatcher@hotmail.com 

www.igreenlandmasterthatcher.com 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Newsletter 
Collator - Susan Birks 
Treasurer - Steve Perry 
 
All information  - Email    Netheravonnewsletter@outlook.com 

MINI DIRECTORY 
(01980 unless otherwise stated) 

Phoenix Hall Bookings (Pam/Steve Perry) 07355330603   

Day Centre (Caroline A-F) 07855 441874  

Rev. Philip Bromiley, Avon River Team 258549 

Rev. Barry Davis, Amesbury Baptist Centre 622355 

Christ the King, Catholic Church, Amesbury 622177 

Deacon Selina Nisbett, Amesbury Methodist Church  01980 669941  

SSAFA Forces Help 632567 

Plainwatch 674700 

AWS JOBS, Pre-Schools, Creche 673379 

Scout Group for Boys & Girls 077680 579314 

Enford Football Club, Children’s Coaching Club 670634 

Wiltshire Councillor, Ian Blair-Pilling 07518 942216 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers Girlguiding.org.uk/
joinus 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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HQ SALISBURY PLAIN TRAINING AREA 

999 MOD Police Control Room - Crime in progress 

01371 854444 - MOD Police Control Room - Non-emergency crime on 
SPTA only 

01980 674951 to call 24hour Range operations - To report suspicious 
activities or dangerous issues.     
01980 620819 Complaints Line - The only way to make a complaint. 
0800 022 3334 - Landmarc National Service Centre - To report damage 
to training area or fly-tipping  
For Salisbury Plain Training Area News, giving times of live firing,  

current and upcoming exercises go to 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-

newsletter 

Health & Safety reminder for all Military Training Areas & Ranges:  
 

Do not touch or tamper with Military debris. Wash your hands before you eat.  
Clean your footwear before you enter your car or home.  

USEFUL NUMBERS 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

DOCTORS 
DURRINGTONAvon Valley Practice Surgery                                                01980 652378  
LARKHILL  Larkhill Medical Centre                                                                01980 845266   
UPAVON  Avon Valley Practice Surgery, Fairfield                                        01980 630221 
 

HOSPITAL 
 

SALISBURY DISTRICT HOSPITAL                                                              01722 336262   
 
POLICE 
 

POLICE       
 

OTHERS  
ELECTRICITY                                                                                                                 105 
ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY                                                                      0800 80 70 60   
FLOOD LINE                                                                                                0345 988 1188  
GAS                                                                                                          0800 111 999   
 

DURRINGTON LINK 

LINK (Durrington & District)                                                                          07484 533559   
   
SCHOOLS 

DURRINGTON, Avon Valley Secondary School                                         01980 652467 
NETHERAVON, All Saints’ C of E Primary                                                  01980 670339 
RUSHALL, Rushall C of E Primary                                                               01980 630360  
PEWSEY, Pewsey Vale Secondary School                                                 01672 565000  
 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

BIN COLLECTIONS telephone                                                                   0300 456 0102  
For more information on Rubbish and recycling visit: 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling  
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