
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 
3 

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller 
Authorities*: 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not 

exceec:1£6.5 million; or 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000or less but that: 
• are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or 
• have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable) 

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2024/25 
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure 

exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountablllty Return at the 
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices. 

2. The Annual Governance and Accountablllty Return is made up of three parts. pages 3 to 6: 
• The Annual lntemal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor. 
• Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority. 
• Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority. 

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2. 
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage 
before 1 July 2025. 

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with 
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000. but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is 
requesUng a limlted assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both) 
no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters will Incur a charge of £40 +VAT: 
• lhe Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with 
• a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 
• an expJanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements 
• notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights 
• Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

Unless requested, do not send any additional documen1s to your external auditor. Your extemal auditor will 
ask for any addltionet documents needed. 
Once the external auditor has cornoleted the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor Report 
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post 

Publication Requirements 
Under the Acoount& and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following Information on 
the authority websltetwebpage: 
Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statementsare 

as yet unaudited; 
• Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2024125, approved and signed, page 4 
• Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2024125, approved and signed, page 5 
Not later than 30 September 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of conclusion of audit 
• Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 
3 

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller 
Authorities*: 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not 

exceec:1£6.5 million; or 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000or less but that: 
• are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or 
• have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable) 

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2024/25 
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure 

exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountablllty Return at the 
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices. 

2. The Annual Governance and Accountablllty Return is made up of three parts. pages 3 to 6: 
• The Annual lntemal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor. 
• Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority. 
• Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority. 

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2. 
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage 
before 1 July 2025. 

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with 
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000. but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is 
requesUng a limlted assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both) 
no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters will Incur a charge of £40 +VAT: 
• lhe Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with 
• a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 
• an expJanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements 
• notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights 
• Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

Unless requested, do not send any additional documen1s to your external auditor. Your extemal auditor will 
ask for any addltionet documents needed. 
Once the external auditor has cornoleted the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor Report 
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post 

Publication Requirements 
Under the Acoount& and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following Information on 
the authority websltetwebpage: 
Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statementsare 

as yet unaudited; 
• Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2024125, approved and signed, page 4 
• Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2024125, approved and signed, page 5 
Not later than 30 September 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of conclusion of audit 
• Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 

3 

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller 
Authorities*: 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not 

exceed£6.5 million; or 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,0000r less but that: 
• are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or 
• have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable) 

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2024/25 
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure 

exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum at the 
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices, 

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6: 
• The Annuai Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor. 
■ Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority. 
• Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be retuned to the authority. 

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2, 
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage 
before 1 July 2025. 

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with 
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is 
requesting a limited assurance review, must retum to the extemal auditor by email or post (not both) 
no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT: 
• the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum Sections 1 and 2, together with 
* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 
- an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements 
- notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights 
• Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your extemal auditor will 
ask for any additional documents needed. 
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor Report 
and Certificate will be retuned to the authority by email or post. 

Publication Requirements 
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on 
the authority website/webpage: 
Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statementsare 

as yet unaudited; 
� Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25, approved and signed, page 4 
• Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25, approved and signed, page 5 
Not later than 30 September 2025 authorities must publish: 
• Notice of conclusion of audit 
� Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 
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• Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance reyiew. It is 
recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and Interested parties, 
that you also publish the Annual lntemal Audit Report, page 3. 

The Annual Governance and Acc:ountabilty Ret\im conatltutee the annual return referred to In the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
ThroughoUt, the WOllis 'extemal auditor' have lhe same meaning as the words 'local auditor' In the Accooob and Audit Regulations 2015. 

<fat-a comp/etf, list at bodlH that trnlY be smal/9r authorftles refer to schedule 2 to the Lor:a/ Audit and Aooountabillty Act 2014. 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 
Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25 
• The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper 

Practices are found in the Practi6oners' Gu;(le• which is updated from time to time and contains everything 
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor. 

• Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any 
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled. 

• The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual 
Governance Statement and the accounts. 

• Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external 
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2025. 

• The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1} must be approved on the same day or before the 
AccountingStatements {Section 2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references. 

• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before ttley are presented to 
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts. 

• The RFC is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR 
approval. 

• You must infonn your external auditor about any change of Clark, Responsible Financial Offleer or 
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic emall addreuu and telephone number&. 

• Make sure 1hat the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor wi1h the AGAR covers all 
the bank ac00unts. If the authority holds any short--term investments, note their value on the bank 
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree 1he bank reconciliation to Box Bon the accounting 
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation muet be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box 
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' GukJe•. 

• Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5_ Do not just send a copy of the 
detailed accounting records Instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you 
understand the reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full 
variance. 

• If the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained lhen additional costs may be incurred. 

• Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year 
(Box 7 of 2024) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2025). 

• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the 
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must incfude the first ten working days of July. 

• The authority must publish on the authority websitelwebpage the infonnation required by Regulation 15 (2), 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and lhe name and 
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2025. 

b 
Has all adcfdlonal infonnalion requested, including the datn ut for the period for 
tl\e exercise of ublic ri hts, been provided for the external auditor? \' 

al Audit Report Have all hlghl1ghted boxes been completed by the Internal auditor and explanations / 
rovlded? 

Annual Governance andAccountability Refurn2o~i~ -·-· -­
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities• 

• Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a resuit of the limited assurance review. It is 
recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested parties, 
that you also publish the Annual Intemal Audit Report, page 3. 

The Annuel Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual retum referred to in the Accounts and Audll Regulations 2015. 
Throughout, the words 'extemal auditor' have the same meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

*for e complete list of' bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audil andAccountabilityAcl 2014. 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 
Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25 
■ The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper 

Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything 
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor. 

■ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes lefl empiy) and is properly signed and dated. Any 
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled. 

• The authority should receive and note the Annual Intemal Audit Report before approving the Annua! 
Govemance Statement and the accounts. 

• Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external 
audltor by amail or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2025. 

• The Annual Govemance Statement (Section 1) musi be approved on the same day or before the 
AccountingStatements (Section 2) and evidenced by the egenda or minute references. 

• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to 
the authority for approval. The euthority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts. 

• The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR 
approval. 

• You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or 
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers. 

• Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all 
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, nole their value on the bank 
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agrea the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting 
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box 
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*. 

� Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the 
detailed accounting records instead of this explanation. The extemal auditor wants to know that you 
understand the reasons for ail variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the fuli 
variance. 

■ If the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred. 
• Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year 

(Box 7 of 2024) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2025). 
• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the 

exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July. 
• The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2), 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the perlod for the exercise of public rights and the name and 
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2025. 

Completion checklist - No answers niean you may not have � met requirements 

$1 4(a+ 

the exercise of' public rights, been provided for the external auditor? I 

es 

f 

I Has all addillonel infonnation requested, Including tha dates sat for the period for 

Internal Audit Reportl HB\le all highlighted bo>ees been completed by the Internal auditor and explanations / 
� provided? � � � � 

No 

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return2024/25 �� Page 2or6 
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 



Section 1 For any statement to which the response Is 'no', has an explanation been published? ,Jf+. 

Section 2 

Sections 1 and 2 

----
the Responsible Financial Officer signed 1he accounting statements before Has 

pre sentatlon to the authority for aooroval7 --
the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confinned by the Has 

sig nature of the Chair of the ap~I meetlna? -----
Has an explanallon of significant variations been pubffshed whet"e required? 

s the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 been reconciled to Box 8? Ha 

Ha s an explanation of any difference betwe8ll Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? 

-

Trust 
sol 

funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body cotparate is a 
e managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless 
1uested. 

v -
✓ 
~ 

✓ 
\/' 

•Gowmance and Accounlabltlty for Sm•ller Authorttlea In England- a Practlt/onera' Gulde to Proper~. 
can be downloaded from www.nafc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.ult 

Form3 

Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

NU~ ~H COOtJCIL 

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on 1he basis 
of an assessment of risk. carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and oontrols 
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. 
The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage. 
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal au<frt condusions are summarised In this table. Set 
out below are the objectives of Internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on Whether, in all 
significant respects, lhe control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate 
to meet the needs of this autho • 

A. Appropriate acooonting records have been propedy kept throughout the financial year. 

B. This au1hority complied with its financial regulations. payments were SC1pported by lnVoicas, all 
eJ(l)enditure was a and VAT was a ·atel accwnled for. 

c. This authortty assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy 
of arran ements to mana e lhelie. 

O. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgeta,y process; progre1,5 against 
the budget was re ula monitored; and reserves were ·ate. 

E. Expected ina:ime was fuRy n'lCeived, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly 
_!>anked; and VAT 'W8S ap rogr1 accounted for. ____ ___ ___ _ 

F. Petty cash payments wem propelfy supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approVed 
and VAT ap ro 'atel accounted for. 

G. Salaries to employees and allowances 1D members were paid in accordance with this aulhority'a 
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and aocurate and properly maintained. 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. ✓ 

J. Accounting statemenls prepared during the year were prepared on the cOl'rect aooounting basia 
(receipts and payment$ or Income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an / 
adequate audit trail from underiying racoJds and where appropriate debtors and creditors were 
Omped)' recorded. 

I K. If the auttionty oertlfted Hself as exempt from a limlted assurance review In 2023124, It met the 
exemption critsfie and conecUy declared ilself exempt. (If the authority had a limited sssura, ice 
re, ie, of its ?02312 A A t/c1< •not ·ov&red? ___ _ 

L, The authority publilShed the required information on a websitelwebpage up to date at the time of the Ii/' 
I -.memaI mJOrt'm· acooroance11mrrtmneIevallt1l!9is1atiu1_,. __ _ -· 
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Section 1 For any statement lo which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published? MA. 
Seclion 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed ihe accounting statements before 

presentation to the authority for approval? � 
Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by the 

� signature of the Chair of the approval meeting? 
Has an explanation of slgnificant variations been published where required? � 
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 been reconciled lo Box 8? v 
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? .-

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made ii the authority as a body corporate is a 
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless 

requested. 
*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England- a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices, 

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk 

Form 3 
Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

NE7uaou PR0SH COUNCIL 

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's intemal auditor acting independently and on the basis 
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls 
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. 
The intema! audit for 2024/25 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage. 
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set 
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all 
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate 
to meat the needs of this authority, 

� Internal control objective lot 

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kepl throughout the financial year. 
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by Invoices, all 

expenditure was ap !and VAT was apprc riately accounted for. 
C. Thls authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed lhe adequacy 

of arran gements to mana ge these. 
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against 

the budget was re gular# monitored; and reserves were ap riate. 
E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly 

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. � �� 
F Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved 

and VAT approp riately accounted for. 
• Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with thia authority's 

approvais, and PAYE and Ni requlrements were properly applied. 
H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. 

v 

� 

� 

V 

V 

/ 

• Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. � 
• Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis 

(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an � adequate audit trail from underlying records and whore appropriate debtors and creditors were 
pn dy recorded. 

K If the authority certified Itself as exempt from a limited assurance revlew in 2023/24, it met the 
exemption criteria and coreclly declared itself exempt. (I! Ihe authority had a limited assurance 
review of its 2023/24 AGAR Ilok "not covered'} 

I L, The authonly published the 19quired inmrmation �n a_website/web�e up 1o det� at the time at the IVI __J_ _ mtemai apaitm accordancewhtnerelevant ieyistation, � i 
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I H. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correelly provided for a period for the exetcise of 
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (d, rri119 tt,. 2024-25 AGAR period, 
were public right11 in rel .. , 1Dn to ti e '02: -24 AGAR vi<#on~d by a notice on the w(lbsite and/or 

I 
V 

authority approved minutes confirming the dafes_se~t)_. ________ _ ------•--- --
"'· The authority has compllad with the pubftcation requirements far 2023/24 AGAR V 

Trust funds (including charitable)-Th 
l-..1.1!.!ij)OllSLl' lUJ' Ues.As.a..u.lOu.tS ... le::.ce,__ ___ _ -- -- ------ ----

For any other risk areas Identified by lhis authority adequate con1rols existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if 
needed). 

Date(s) Internal audit undertaken 

~~n~~~w~\$ (4 J~I\JX$l{ 
carried out the Internal 
audit 

Name of person who carried out the lntemal audit 

ftNDll.Ol UN~ 
,~ 0~ WJ.S 

Date 

.., U1e ,..ponse Is 'no' pleaae state the lmpllcations and action being taken to addreM any weakness In control 
Identified (add separate sheets If naeded) . 
.. Note: If the response is 'not covered' please slate when !he moet recent Internal audit work was done In this area and when It "Is 
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual intemat audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if 
needed). 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024125 Fonn 3 
local Councils, lmemal Drainage Boards and alher Smaller Authorities 

Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2024125 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 

ct t th A ti State t l th ded 31 M h 2025 th t ! 
A,11:0-v 

I .Y::=-~ f>.•-:·rr;,?•~= 11-ia! ll1 : .=tt,:ht;n:_., 
' I 

1. We h- put In place arrangements ror etredive ftnancial 

✓ 
prepared lt3 accounlfng «atemeltts In ~ 

management during Iha year, and for Iha preparation of with the Acoounts and Audll Regutarions. 
the accountina statemants. 

2. We maintained an adequste system of inleme.l oontrol ./ made proper &1T11/IQ'8IIMlflts and 8CCSpled mspoM(bility 
including mcaeurea designed lo prevent and delad fraud fDr sateguerding the pubic money and re.,ou,ces In /ta 
and corruption and revl-d Its elrec:tiveness. cha,pe. 

3. We 1ook all 18160!lable slspe lo a8SUnt °'"elves tiaa only done what it hes Ille legal power to clo and has 
that there we no malter5 of actual or potential nor,.-

~/ 
complied With Proper Practices in o'oif19 so. 

compliance with laW$, regulations and Proper 
Practioes that could haw a significant financial etJect 
on the ablllly al this aAholl(y to conduct ha business 
m man- 11s finances. 

•· We provided proper opportunity <luring the year tor 

\,/ 
dUJing the )'Ht gl>V'lt all p-s int81'9St&d the opporlunily ID 

the exaroiae of electD!g' r1gflls si 9Cl00fdance wlltl !he Inspect end as/< quvslions stJout #li11 suthority':t 8caNJ/lts, 

requitl!mllnl& of th& Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
~ -

5. We carried out an asseasment of 1h& risks facing tnls 

✓ 
considered lllld documenl«J the tinanciel and other risks it 

I airttiortty and took eppl'Ol)rillte elllps to manage those faces and de6II with them property. 
lilts, w,cluding the inlrodoction of internal controls and/or 
axlemal in$urance cover where reouired. - --

6. We maintained throughout lhe yuar an adequate and / arranged for a competDnt pen,on, independent at lhs financial 
effecllve system of Internal audit of the 8CCOUntlng ~ snd procedurer, to give an objecfil'S ""9w on wtleltler 
f8Cmis and control sY&tems. ' / intema( conllols mfUJt the neN's cf this smaller aulhontv. - -, 

7 We toolc appropriate aclion on all mattscs ra&sed \, ,eapond&d to mattets brought to Its attsntion by intsmel at>d 
l i~ from lntt!m81 and axtemat audit ' extenNlf audit. - - ---
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2b"24/25' 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 

I H. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correelly provided for a period for the exetcise of 
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (d, rri119 tt,. 2024-25 AGAR period, 
were public right11 in rel .. , 1Dn to ti e '02: -24 AGAR vi<#on~d by a notice on the w(lbsite and/or 

I 
V 

authority approved minutes confirming the dafes_se~t)_. ________ _ ------•--- --
"'· The authority has compllad with the pubftcation requirements far 2023/24 AGAR V 

Trust funds (including charitable)-Th 
l-..1.1!.!ij)OllSLl' lUJ' Ues.As.a..u.lOu.tS ... le::.ce,__ ___ _ -- -- ------ ----

For any other risk areas Identified by lhis authority adequate con1rols existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if 
needed). 

Date(s) Internal audit undertaken 

~~n~~~w~\$ (4 J~I\JX$l{ 
carried out the Internal 
audit 

Name of person who carried out the lntemal audit 

ftNDll.Ol UN~ 
,~ 0~ WJ.S 

Date 

.., U1e ,..ponse Is 'no' pleaae state the lmpllcations and action being taken to addreM any weakness In control 
Identified (add separate sheets If naeded) . 
.. Note: If the response is 'not covered' please slate when !he moet recent Internal audit work was done In this area and when It "Is 
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual intemat audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if 
needed). 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024125 Fonn 3 
local Councils, lmemal Drainage Boards and alher Smaller Authorities 

Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2024125 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 

ct t th A ti State t l th ded 31 M h 2025 th t ! 
A,11:0-v 

I .Y::=-~ f>.•-:·rr;,?•~= 11-ia! ll1 : .=tt,:ht;n:_., 
' I 

1. We h- put In place arrangements ror etredive ftnancial 

✓ 
prepared lt3 accounlfng «atemeltts In ~ 

management during Iha year, and for Iha preparation of with the Acoounts and Audll Regutarions. 
the accountina statemants. 

2. We maintained an adequste system of inleme.l oontrol ./ made proper &1T11/IQ'8IIMlflts and 8CCSpled mspoM(bility 
including mcaeurea designed lo prevent and delad fraud fDr sateguerding the pubic money and re.,ou,ces In /ta 
and corruption and revl-d Its elrec:tiveness. cha,pe. 

3. We 1ook all 18160!lable slspe lo a8SUnt °'"elves tiaa only done what it hes Ille legal power to clo and has 
that there we no malter5 of actual or potential nor,.-

~/ 
complied With Proper Practices in o'oif19 so. 

compliance with laW$, regulations and Proper 
Practioes that could haw a significant financial etJect 
on the ablllly al this aAholl(y to conduct ha business 
m man- 11s finances. 

•· We provided proper opportunity <luring the year tor 

\,/ 
dUJing the )'Ht gl>V'lt all p-s int81'9St&d the opporlunily ID 

the exaroiae of electD!g' r1gflls si 9Cl00fdance wlltl !he Inspect end as/< quvslions stJout #li11 suthority':t 8caNJ/lts, 

requitl!mllnl& of th& Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
~ -

5. We carried out an asseasment of 1h& risks facing tnls 

✓ 
considered lllld documenl«J the tinanciel and other risks it 

I airttiortty and took eppl'Ol)rillte elllps to manage those faces and de6II with them property. 
lilts, w,cluding the inlrodoction of internal controls and/or 
axlemal in$urance cover where reouired. - --

6. We maintained throughout lhe yuar an adequate and / arranged for a competDnt pen,on, independent at lhs financial 
effecllve system of Internal audit of the 8CCOUntlng ~ snd procedurer, to give an objecfil'S ""9w on wtleltler 
f8Cmis and control sY&tems. ' / intema( conllols mfUJt the neN's cf this smaller aulhontv. - -, 

7 We toolc appropriate aclion on all mattscs ra&sed \, ,eapond&d to mattets brought to Its attsntion by intsmel at>d 
l i~ from lntt!m81 and axtemat audit ' extenNlf audit. - - ---
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M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of 
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (dunag the 2024-25 AGAR period, 
were public ighis in relation to the 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or 

I 
� 

authority approved minutes conirming the dates set). 
54-- � � The authority has complied with the publication requirements far 2023/24 AGAR 

V 
Trust funds (Including charitable) - Th 

sponsihilitles as a lrustee 
For any other risk areas Identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if 
needed). 
Date(s) Internal audit undertaken 
I4 0 8095 IS 0a 9096,". 
Signature of person who {QUE0( carried out the intemal 
audit 

Name of person who carried out the Intemal audit 
AND0ER LINS@Z 

13 0 909.s 

Date 

*# the response ls 'no' please state the Implications and actlon beng taken to address any weakness in control Identified (edd separate sheets IH needed). 
**Note: If the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it Is next pierined; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add seperate sheets if needed). 

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2024/25 Form 3 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities 
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 
We acknowledge as the members of: 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of' the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements fol - .-. -. - ---- •• 

4ams 
JY���" (, Nu' ! "/•.'�· ,,... ,..15 /�i,! /Jr:,� N,t/lGm.� 

• Wa have put In place arrangements for effective financial managemeni during the year, and for the preparation of (ho accoun istatemants. 
2. We maintained en adequate system ol iniernaicontrol including measures designed lo prevent and delecl fraud and corruption and reviewed lis effectiveness. 
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves ihat there are no matters of actual or potential non­compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant fRnanclai effect on the ablllty of this authortyto conduci Its tusiness or manage ts finances. 
� We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors' rlghis n accordance with the requirements of he Accounts and Audlt Re gulations. 
5. We carjed out an assessment of the risks facing thle aulhorty and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of'intemal controls aid/or extemal insurance cover where required. 
6. We maintained throughout the year am adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records end control 
� We took appropriate action an all matters reised from Internaland external audiL 

� 

� 

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2024/25 

prepared Its accountkgstatements ln accordance with the Accounts andAuoit Regulations. 
madeproperarrangements and accepted responafbuhity frsafeguarding me public money and resources in tta charge. 
has only done what it has the legal power to do and has complied wth Proper Practices in daing so. 

during the year gave allpersons interestedtha opportunity to Inspect end ask questions about this authorly'saccounts. 
considered and documented the financial and other risks it faces and dealt with them properly. 

arranged for a competent person, independent oi' the financial controls and procedures, to glve an objective vlawon whether internal controls meet the needs of' this smaher au 
responded to matters brought to iis attention byintemal and extemaf audit. 
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8. we considered whelher any liligatlon, liab~ities or t/ 
oommitmenl.s, events u. bm.sacliu,is, occurring either 
during or after 1he year-end, llave a finanoial impad on 
1his authorfty and, Where appropriate, have included 1hem 
In 1he acawnting slatements.. 

dfsd~ed eVfNYlh/flr} it shoufd have ebouf lls bUBmfli.W 11c1Mty 
during the yasr including e ~ents fBking plar;e sfler the year 
endif,wa,,ant 

---------
9. (For local councils only) Trus1 funds lndudtng 

charitable. In our capacll)' as the tole managing 
trustee we discharged our acooontsbi!ity 
responsibilities for the 1'und(s)lassels, including 

Yes J No 111'/\ has met all of its ~es where, ass body 
corporate, It is a sole managing trustae of s local 
lnl6t OJ'tl'Usts. 

financial 111por11ng and, If required, independent 

*Please provide •xplanations to the extemat auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No> response and dascrioe 
how the authority wlll address the weaknesses Identified. These sheet& must be publlshed with the Annca:t 
Governance Statement. 

This Annual Governance statement was approved at a 
meebng of tile autllonly on:approval was glven: 

l~lc.s/col.S 
i...hait 

-~~orded as minute reference: 

Sig d by lhe Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 

;!erk 

-=orm6 

..... 
i 
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8 . We considered wtielher anyTlligatlon, liabilitles or 

t/ 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impacl on 
this authority end, where appropriale, have included them 
in 1he accounting slatemets. 

9. {For local councils only) Trust funds Including 
charitable. in our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 

disclasedeverythingit should have aboutta buslnass activty 
durlng the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant 

t-'A as me! all of its responsibilities where, es e body 
yporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
st ortrusts. 

responsibilities for !he fund(s)/assets, induding 

J_

. 

22222,322,23" "i•a naenenden* □' 
� 

*Please provide explanations to (he external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Staiemei. 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of tne authonty on:approval was given: 

I S  l os / zos 

hair -corded as minute reference: 

� � 
Sig

f 
... by the Chair and C� of the meeting where 

Clerk 

om 3 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for 

Year ending 
01 � March 31 � 'arch 

202: 2025 
£ £ 

totes and guidance 
Pensa ro.nd all figures to nearest £ 1  Do not Ies e  a :y 
loses (Sask and r<port £0 cr El balances Ail figures r"us: 
3arc6 to undot;ina inaniaf. tesords 

• Balances brought forward 1 22sS 

we 2. (+) Precept or Rates and 

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year as 
recorded in the financiel records. Value must agree to Box 7 
of/ ar. 
Total amount of precept (or for IDB8 rates and levies} 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude enygrants 
received. 

Levies 7696o 
. (+) Tolal other recelpis 

I 73 1 3  
4. (-) Staff'costs 

I7.0SI 
5 .  (-) Loan interest/capita! 

Mi l repayments 

6. (-) All other payments 
7so 

7. (=) Balances carried 
1 263S forward 

8. Total value of cash and 

1 203S shot tam investments 

22 S 4  

279 2  

I C792. 

MI L. 

17142 

IS8 

1 ( ES 

Total Income or receipts as recorded in the cashbookloss 
the precepi or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 

fa receved. 
Total expenditure orpaymets made to and on behalf'of 
all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, i etuities and severance ; nerds. 
Total expenditure or payments ofcaplaland interest made 
during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure orpaymertsas recorded in the cashbook 
less staff costs (line 4) and loan Interest/capkal repaymenls 
(line 5). 
Total balances and reserves et the end' ofthe year. Must 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term Investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bani reconcillation. 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
tong term investments 
and assets 134-746 I 04446 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all Its fixed assets and long term investments as at 31 
March. 

10, Total borrowings pl 1u � 4 i u 
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of al loans 
from third parties (includlng PWLB). 

For Local Councils Only 

1 1a. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

1ib. Disclosure nole re Trusi funds 
including charitable 

I 
Ye3 

I 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the 
were Statements in this Annua! Governance and 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and 

'° I 

or income and expenditure basis following 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Gulde to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
authority for approval 

the i s /s /zs 
on'a iT - � 

Date 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2O24/25 

N'A 

Tha Council, as a body corporala, acts as sole trustee and 
Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. 
The figures in ihe accounting statements above exclude 
any Trust transactions. � 

Accounting I confirm that these Accounting Statements 
Accountability approved by this authority on this date: 
payments IS] S\µs 

the guidance in 

as recorded in minute reference: �� � � �  

(\ 
presented ta the 

� ��� �� � 
Signed by Chair of 

meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 

Page 6 of 6 
Local Councils. Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 



Form3 

Section 3 - External Auditor 1s Report and Certificate 2024/25 

In respect of 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). 
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
lntematlonal Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland} and hence It does not provide the same level of assurance that 
such an audit would. The UK Govemmen1 has determined that a lower level of assurance than that pro\lided by a full 
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as Issued by the NAO on 
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https:/Jwww.nao.org.uk/code-audil-practice/guldance-and--information-for--auditors/ . 
This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemel 

auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25 
(Except for the matte,s reported below}' on lh6 basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Actountabmty Retum, in 
our opinion !he lmcrmation In Sedlons 1 and 2 or the Annual Governance and Accountablffly Re1um is in accon:tan<:e with Proper Prac:lices and 

I 
no 11111er mattens have come to our attenlk>n giving cause for 00/lcem 1hat relevant legislstlon and regulatory requiremenw; haw not been met. 
t"i:lelete as appropriate}. 

(continue on a separate sheet if required! 

Other ma118r.i not aWecting our opinion which we draw lo the attenllon of lfle authoril}~ 

(continue on a~ 1Met If r.quired) 

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25 
We certify/do not certify" that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, end discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the yeer ended 31 March 2025. 
I-We do not certify completion beca11se: 

AnnuatG·ovemance and Aocounfaliliity f<eti:im 2024725' 
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities• 
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This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemel 

auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25 
(Except for the matte,s reported below}' on lh6 basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Actountabmty Retum, in 
our opinion !he lmcrmation In Sedlons 1 and 2 or the Annual Governance and Accountablffly Re1um is in accon:tan<:e with Proper Prac:lices and 

I 
no 11111er mattens have come to our attenlk>n giving cause for 00/lcem 1hat relevant legislstlon and regulatory requiremenw; haw not been met. 
t"i:lelete as appropriate}. 

(continue on a separate sheet if required! 

Other ma118r.i not aWecting our opinion which we draw lo the attenllon of lfle authoril}~ 

(continue on a~ 1Met If r.quired) 

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25 
We certify/do not certify" that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, end discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the yeer ended 31 March 2025. 
I-We do not certify completion beca11se: 

AnnuatG·ovemance and Aocounfaliliity f<eti:im 2024725' 
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities• 

Fom 3 

Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2024/25 

In respect of 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance revlew is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). 
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
Intematlonal Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence It does not provide the same level of assurance that 
such an audit would . The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full 
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance 
and 
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Nole 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on 
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website � 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ . 
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financla! management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of intemai control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in 
accordance wilh Proper Practices which: 
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and 
* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemel 

auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25 
(Except for (he matters reported below)" on the basis of our review of Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance andAccountabllityRelum, in 
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Re1um is in accordance with Proper Practices and 
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant fegisiatlon and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
(*delete as appropriate). 

{continue on a separate sheel if requlred) 

Oihermatters not affecting our opinion which we draw lo the atteritlan of the authority* 

(continue an a separate sheet If required) 

3 Extemaf auditor certificate 2024/25 
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and 
.Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the year ended 31 March 2025. 
*We do not certify completion because: 

AnnualGovemance and Accountabiliiy Relum 2024/25 
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 

� 
� 

� � �  

https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors


External Auditor Name 

External Auditor Signature 
Date 

Form 3 

Annual Governance and AccountabilttyRetum 2ti24/2S -
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Ederal Auditor Narne 

Exarnal Audiitor Signature 

Date 

Fomn 3 
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