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NETHERAVON, HAXTON & FITTLETON NEWSLETTER 
March 2021 

Issue no. 431 
 

*  *  * 
 

COPY DEADLINE for March issue is Thursday 25 March at 5pm 
Take advantage of technology with our email: netheravonnewsletter@gmail.com or hard copy to Maggie 
Butler at 11 Mill Road, Netheravon, SP4 9QB.  Phone 01980 670122 
The Butlers still print, collate and distribute your newsletters, compile all commercial advertisements 
and maintain the accounts. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
  
 

   All events currently suspended due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
 
 
 

 

                             

 
MINI DIRECTORY 

 (01980 unless otherwise stated) 
 
Phoenix Hall Bookings (Michala)                                       670646 
Day Centre (Christine Covil)                              670774 
Rev. Gale Hunt, Avon River Team                                670326 
Rev. Barry Davis, Amesbury Baptist Centre                                        622355 
Christ the King, Catholic Church, Amesbury                                       622177 
Methodist Church Amesbury                                           676766 
SSAFA Forces Help                                 632567 
Plainwatch                                674700 
Durrington & District Link Scheme                                594857 
AWS JOBS, Pre-Schools, Creches                               673379 
Scout Group for Boys & Girls                   07768 579314 
Enford Football Club, Children’s Coaching Club                             670634 
Wiltshire Councillor, Ian Blair-Pilling                  07518 942216 
     

mailto:netheravonnewsletter@gmail.com
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NETHERAVON PARISH COUNCIL 

Coronavirus Help 
If anyone resident in Netheravon needs help with shopping, collecting 

prescriptions or anything else – including a chat on the phone, please contact: 
npcemergencyplan@gmail.com   

Or contact Mary Towle at mary.towle@btinternet.com, 
 Tel:  01980 670748 

 or 07864 186271 
Or contact a Parish Councillor – details on Noticeboard 

KEEP WELL AND SAFE 
 

 

 

Netheravon Parish Council 

ELECTION 6TH MAY, 2021 

If anyone feels that they would like to make a difference to Netheravon, and 
would like to have a say in how your Parish Precept is spent, please consider 

standing for election 

 to the Parish Council 

The commitment would be attending 10 Council Meetings a year.  Also, on 
several occasions during the year there are working parties i.e. putting up the 

hanging baskets, putting up the Christmas tree and lights etc.  

If you would like a Nomination pack please let me know or go to:  
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/elections    

Mary Towle, Clerk to the Council 

01980 670748 or mary.towle@btinternet.com  

The story of Netheravon and district’s fascinating past, beautifully told in pictures and 
written articles.  Home - The history of Netheravon, Haxton and Fittleton (netheravonspast.co.uk) 

 

mailto:npcemergencyplan@gmail.com
mailto:mary.towle@btinternet.com
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/elections
https://netheravonspast.co.uk/
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Hello,  

As I sit in my study there are flakes of snow falling outside my window, the temperature is minus 
something and the heating is on and turned up!! 

Yet when you read this we will be in Spring, with all the newness the season brings us. There are signs 
of its imminent arrival already, with a few snowdrops standing tall and some primroses poking through 
the ground. I even saw some daffodils today. Have endured our 3rd period of lockdown, many of us are 
struggling with the social constraints and the pressures that we have called unprecedented but now 
after a year should probably be called normal?!  

And yet God’s mighty and wonderful creation continues to keep order all around us. The knowledge 
that, spring will follow winter is something that we can hold on to. We can be certain that the seasons 
will continue to change those signs that we look for are and will be there. Soon all around us will be 
bursting not only with flowers and colours but with new life in the lambs in the fields and the baby 
birds in their nests.  

The God who made each one of us, the God who made every living creature and every beautiful 
flower, every delicious fruit, every healthy vegetable, He is here, He is with us, he is the anchor that we 
can all hold on to. In the words of that wonderful hymn when asked the question: Will your anchor 
hold in the storms of life? 
We can say Yes it will, because:  

‘We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll; 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,  
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!’ 

 

Take Care 

Reverend Heather 

 

 

 

Church Services across the Avon River Team. 

Please access information on the Avon River Team website 
www.avonriverteam.org.uk . 

  If you have no access then ring Gale on 670326. 

Due to the current situation regarding Covid-19 restrictions and the average age 
of our congregations it has been decided that currently no services will take 

place except online. 

 

 

http://www.avonriverteam.org.uk/
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WILTSHIRE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 

Wiltshire Council are currently seeking the views of the public regarding their draft Local Plan which 
will replace the existing Local Plan on rules for property development, particularly private and social 
housing. Of particular interest to residents of Fittleton, Haxton and Netheravon is the section on 
development in villages. 

The Wiltshire Local Plan review consultation is taking place until Tuesday 9 March 2021. You can 
contribute your views at Local Plan Review consultation - Wiltshire Council                                                                                  
 
As you know, the Phoenix Hall is jointly owned by Fittleton cum Haxton Parish Council and Netheravon 
Parish Council. The deeds acknowledge that the hall is for those people living in the COMMUNITY AREA 
of Fittleton, Haxton and Netheravon, where people use the same school, shop, buses, garage, pub, 
churches, livery, library and the other facilities. Some residents of Coombe and some residents of 
Figheldean Parish (devoid now of most small businesses following closures and the loss of the school) use 
the school and other facilities in Netheravon.  
 
1997 Kennet Local Plan 
Chapter 14 covered village policies. Table 14.1 stated that Netheravon, Fittleton and Haxton was a 
settlement.      Para 14.05 makes the statement that development should be "targeted ...... to those 
villages where essential services are at risk". This was a positive policy to ensure that communities 
retained essential services. The current Local Plan discourages villages from growing to become a 
sustainable large village. 
 
Replacement Local Plans 
Replacement Local Plans since 1997 unpicked the principle that Netheravon, Fittleton and Haxton was a 
settlement in development terms. Netheravon is currently termed a large village whilst Fittleton and 
Haxton are hamlets and as a result virtually barred from development. This effectively denies the people 
of Fittleton and Haxton the opportunity for development to help sustain our Community Area where 
services, particularly the village shop and school, would benefit from a bigger population to support them.  
 
Does this community need more housing in the two parishes to help retain our essential services? 
 
Alan Wood CEng MSc MIMechE 
Orchard House, Fittleton T: 01980 671265 
 

 
 
  

Telephone Box Libraries 
 

Netheravon Parish Council would like to thank Jo Truckle for having the very 
good idea of Telephone Box Libraries and for looking after them during the 

pandemic.   They have been invaluable and we are very grateful for your hard 
work Jo. 

 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review-consultation#Empowering%20Rural%20Communities
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FITTLETON cum HAXTON PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & COUNCIL MEETING 

The meeting on 9 March 2021 will be held on ZOOM at 6.30pm. You need to register with ZOOM (free) beforehand, 
ask Simon Vaughan-Edwards (sve@hawkerchase.com) to be invited in on the day and log in to ZOOM a few minutes 
before the start. 
In case you cannot make it, here is the Chairman’s report. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FY 2020/21 
In the year of the Covid-19 virus the Council has continued to function well, with Council meetings on ZOOM and 
communication via email. With the resignation of Mrs. Mary Towle, Mr. Neil Darg-Forsyth of Durrington became our 
Parish Clerk but had to resign due to a re-occurrence of his health problems. Cllr. Alan Wood held the fort for a 
couple of months, dealing with VAT, banking matters, grants and correspondence, until Mr. Joseph Loveridge from 
Amesbury became the new Clerk.  
Planning applications were dealt with by Cllr. Victoria Jago and Cllr. Corrine Gowman, the applications for re-building 
of Magpies Cottage, the restoration of The Green Vine and the proposed development of land on Everleigh Road 
being the most important. 
Cllr. Sheila Symes managed the allotments well, as usual. Highways problems have variously been handled by Cllr. 
Vaughan- Edwards (instructions to the WC Parish Steward), Cllr. Greg Morgan, Cllr. Mike Beckingham & Cllr. Wood. 
Dangerous trees in The Warren & overhanging shrubbery on Everleigh Road were reported to Landmarc for action.  
Cllr. Jago and Cllr. Beckingham have undertaken care of flower tubs in Fittleton and mowing The Pound.  
Thanks were offered to former councillor Mr. Pete Hayward for keeping the footpaths clear over many years. He has 
now retired and Mr. Martin Symes has taken on this task. 
Cllr. Wood has been heavily involved as Fittleton cum Haxtons’s representative on the Phoenix Hall Management 
Committee, as secretary redrafting the management procedures with the support of Chairman Mr. Charles Coslett of 
Netheravon Parish. He has also obtained substantial grants to help refurbish the hall and compensate for loss of 
income due to closure during the Covid crisis. They have contracted out, or personally undertaken, much 
refurbishment in the hall during the year. 
The Councillors put up new Christmas lights, but were unable to arrange carols, mulled wine and snacks, due to 
Covid. 
The good news is that the Council has made no increase in the Parish precept for FY 2021/22. 
Alan Wood 
 
 

 
Netheravon Parish Council 

NETHERAVON IN BLOOM 

The Parish Council will be running Netheravon in Bloom again 
this year.   The categories will be:   Best Hanging Basket  

Best Front Garden 

Best Village Flower Tub 

So now is the time to start thinking about what you are going 
to plant in your garden this year.   The days are getting 

longer and at long last the weather is getting milder. 

Good Gardening! 

mailto:sve@hawkerchase.com
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Wiltshire Council Elections 2021 

 

On 6 May 2021, Wiltshire Council will be running over 400 elections, including the Police and Crime 
Commissioner Election that was postponed in May 2020. 
How to vote 
Register to vote - the last day to register to vote in May 2021 is 19 April 2021. 
The deadline to register for a postal vote is 5pm on 20 April 2021. 
The deadline to appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf is 5pm on 27 April 2021. 
Applications to vote by emergency proxy can be made if a person finds they cannot go to the 
polling station because of their occupation, service or employment, or a medical condition, illness 
or disability that arises after 5pm on 27 April 2021. The application must reach the Electoral 
Registration Officer at the address below by 5pm on the date of the poll: 

Wiltshire Council 
Electoral Services 
County Hall 
Bythesea Road 
Trowbridge 
BA14 8JN 

 
ENFORD GARDENING CLUB 

 
 
The planned meeting for Thursday 11th March 2021 has been cancelled due to the 
COVID situation.  Despite the possibility that Boris might let us meet together, we 
feel it is unwise to hold this meeting as we would not want to put anyone at risk. 
 
We will review the situation for our planned meeting in April 2021 and let you all 
know. 
 
We will continue to send out our monthly newsletter for which we welcome your 
contributions.  If you would like to join the list, please let me know. 
In the meantime, happy gardening and stay safe. 

 
Further details from Fanny Middleton 01980 671645 

l  f b   

 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/media/6197
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voting-person-post-or-proxy/voting-proxy
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voting-person-post-or-proxy/voting-proxy
mailto:fannysurtees@btinternet.com
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From our Wiltshire Councillor – Ian Blair-Pilling: 

Dear All 

When you read this, the Government will have set out its road map towards normality.  After a torrid year, the 
vaccine programmes are taking effect, testing is more comprehensive, and infection rates are dropping.  But - 
the numbers of infected and very ill people are still very high.  I don’t want to detract from the financial 
difficulties and personal suffering of many, but there is room for optimism – and spring approaches. 

I shall focus on two linked topics.   

My hackles rise when the media talk of closed schools and how they must reopen.  We all want children to be 
back learning, exercising, playing and socialising together, but our schools are far from closed.  Our school, 
Netheravon All Saints, is nearly half-full teaching and supporting vulnerable and key workers’ children.  All 
classes are operating, while the same teachers are providing a remote curriculum to all the home students.  
Let’s hope they will all be allowed back soon.   

Second is the May election.  Wiltshire Council division boundaries will change and our Division, the 
Collingbournes and Netheravon, will split.  We in Netheravon, Fittleton cum Haxton and Enford will join with 
Figheldean, Milston and Larkhill Garrison to form the new Avon Valley Division and will join the Amesbury Area 
community.  I am delighted to have been able to work with fellow councillors to bring this about - a much 
more cohesive community area.   

What’s the link?  For the last 12 years we have done well as a part of Tidworth Area with grants, social 
initiatives and help to improve our roads and paths.  But  our day-to-day community relationships, our schools, 
local commerce and transport links, more naturally lie up and down the valley to the South and North rather 
than across the Plain to the East. 

Last week I met (virtually) with Graham Wright, Durrington’s Wiltshire Councillor and James Tarring, the Army 
Welfare Services Community Development Worker for Larkhill.   We saw great mutual benefit from working 
together to help our children.  The Army Welfare Services (AWS) has a very active programme of support and 
activities for children of all ages and is keen to share and work with our communities.  We have our own youth 
club (Enford and Avon Valley Youth Club), which operates from Netheravon Phoenix Hall, but it has been 
unable to function since last March.  I have spoken with Sue Greenhow (one of the main movers and shakers in 
the Club) and the Club is keen to collaborate and help our children to get out and socialise beyond their 
immediate school and village.   

Covid will constrain us for some time yet and the Club will probably have to wait until summer before opening 
in person.  But, with the help of the AWS, there is much that can be done now virtually, and we can work 
together to prepare for when we are able to meet in person and develop an altogether broader and livelier 
offering for our children. 

If any of this chimes with you, and you would like to be a part of it, please get in contact: 

Ian Blair-Pilling - 07518 942216 or ian.blair-pilling@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Graham Wright – 07788 849165 or graham.wright@wiltshire.gov.uk 

James Tarring -    07973 726109 or james.tarring100@mod.gov.uk 

Enford and Avon Valley Youth Club:- 

              Rosalind Ayling – 07525 441457 or rosalindayling@gmail.com  

              Sue Greenhow - 07979 378966   or suegreenhow44@sky.com 

mailto:james.tarring100@mod.gov.uk
mailto:rosalindayling@gmail.com
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Salisbury Hospital Update on COVID-19 
 
Salisbury District Hospital continues to experience intense pressure as it treats large number of COVID-19 positive 
patients. As of 10/02/2021 the hospital was treating 59 patients that have tested positive. 
In order to continue to provide care for those suffering the severe impact of COVID-19 infection and those with 
other critical conditions, the hospital is having to make changes to the way it works and prioritise who it can treat. 
It is therefore limiting the number of surgical procedures undertaken. Sadly, this means having to postpone some 
operations. The hospital continues to perform all cancer, high priority, emergency and trauma surgery. By making 
this difficult decision the hospital can continue to provide professional, compassionate care when it is 
most needed. 
The hospital will contact you if your appointment has been postponed. If you do not hear from them please attend 
as planned. 
Currently: 
-       all visiting has been suspended except for those receiving end of life care and those patients with special 
needs.  
-       Anyone planning on visiting loved ones at Salisbury Hospital should contact the relevant ward in advance and 
discuss alternative ways to keep in touch.  
-       Please only use the hospital A&E department in an emergency. As a first option the public can call 111, contact 
their GP, visit a walk-in centre/minor injury unit or talk to a community pharmacist. 
-       Please keep all appointments and notify the hospital if you are unable to attend. 
-       If you have an appointment at the hospital, you should wear a face mask rather than a face covering. Face 
masks are available from stations at entrances. 
Sending a message to a loved one 
During this challenging time, when families and friends are not able to visit their loved ones in hospital, Salisbury 
District Hospital has set up a dedicated email address enabling family and friends to send a message to a loved one. 
To do this, email sft.messagetoalovedone@nhs.net with your message. 
To make sure that the messages get to the right people please provide the full name of the recipient, the ward the 
loved one is being cared for on, and/or the loved one’s date of birth/full postal address. 
From 8.30am to 4.30pm Monday – Friday messages can also be telephoned through to the PALS team on 01722 
429044.  Every day at 2pm they will print off all the messages received and volunteers will deliver them to the 
wards in the afternoon.     
COVID-19 vaccinations in Salisbury 
Since the end of December, Salisbury District Hospital has been providing vaccinations, as a hospital hub, to 
those in the priority groups including resident’s aged 80-years-old or older, high-risk and vulnerable residents, NHS 
staff and care home staff. 
Individuals from the top priority groups are being be invited to be vaccinated by both their GP and from the 
NHS nationally.  Patients will be able to choose whether to have the vaccine at a Large Vaccination site such as the 
City Hall, or to wait to be invited to a GP-led vaccination clinic, which could be more convenient. The over 70s 
are also beginning to be offered the opportunity to have the vaccination. 
People will not be able to make an appointment until they have received their invitation. 
Please note that vaccinations are free of charge and only available through the NHS. Anyone who claims to be able 
to provide you with a vaccine for a fee is likely to be committing a crime and should be reported to the Police 
online or by calling 112.  The NHS will never ask you to press a button on your keypad or send a text asking you to 
confirm you want the vaccine. 
Voluntary Support to the Hospital 
The hospital’s voluntary services team recently put out a request for volunteers from the community to help as 
ward buddies and to support the large vaccination centre at Salisbury City Hall. The Trust were overwhelmed with 
the volume of offers of help. Thank you to all those who have contacted them – please bear with the team as they 
work through these. 
Peter Kosminsky - Salisbury Foundation Trust Governor for Kennet 
Please let me know what you decide to do. 
Best wishes 
Peter Kosminsky 
kosmo@atlas.co.uk 

mailto:sft.messagetoalovedone@nhs.net
https://d.docs.live.net/a867bd899e5e7ef6/Documents/Netheravon%20Newsletter/Newsletter/2021/March%202021/peter@stonehengefilms.co.uk


9 
 

                     CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCES?                       
   

                                
 

Love Thy Neighbour. 
 

On the 29th January 2021 we received a visit 
from Wiltshire Police. They had received an 
anonymous phone call stating we had a 
family of three from Scotland staying with us 
which was contravening lock down rules. 
 
They searched our house but were unable to 
find any other people in the house, loft or 
garage.  This put a dampener on our 
grandsons’ birthday celebrations, who was 
with us as we are his family support bubble, 
which was checked and confirmed by the 
policemen. 
 
Why would someone do that? Was it the fact 
there was a new car on the drive as well as 
our other two? A car that my wife has waited 
for so many years to buy. Why not knock on 
our door or as we’ve lived in this house since 
1988 give us a ring as I’m sure our number is 
in your own phone/address book. 
 
You are obviously a very close and long- 
established neighbour to know that we have 
a Scottish family of three visit us annually, 
especially as they used to be a family of four. 
Unfortunately for you it was a family of 
none. 
 
It is not too difficult to narrow it down to 
who could have made this cowardly and 
vindictive call and it would be nice to think 
they would knock on our door and apologise. 
 
However, I somehow think if they haven’t 
got the decency in the first place no-one will 
come a’ knocking.   
Court Farm Close has always been a 
neighbour friendly close so I struggle to 
understand where this has come from.  Lock 
down is frustrating enough without this 
aggravation and total waste of Police time. 
 
  If anybody in the future wants to report 
what they think is contravening the law, 
might I suggest they check that the facts are 
correct before phoning. 
 
   Paul Farrant   
   27 Court Farm Close. 
 

Your local Link Scheme needs you….. 
 Wiltshire Link Schemes are voluntary groups 
which offer a transport and good neighbour 
service to local people who are in need, perhaps 
because they are elderly, disabled, isolated and 
lonely, single parents, or temporarily in need 
because of illness.  
 Due to Covid-19, local Link Schemes are 
experiencing a shortage of volunteers who are 
unable to drive due to age and/or vulnerability.  
 They desperately need more volunteers to support 
those in need of transport to and from their Covid-
19 vaccination appointments. Volunteering your 
time could make a huge difference in supporting 
the national Covid-19 vaccine effort. 
 If you are able to help, please get in touch to find 
out more. 
Telephone: 01380 722 241 or; 
Email: linkproject@communityfirst.org.uk  

 

You can find this newsletter and previous issues 
on the local parish council websites: 

****************** 
https:/www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk 

https:/www.fittletoncumhaxton.co.uk 
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Census 2021- Your questions answered 
What is the Census? 
The census is a survey that happens every 10 years and gives us a picture of all the people and households 
in England and Wales. All kinds of organisations, from local authorities to charities, use the information to 
help provide the services we all need, including transport, education and healthcare. Without the census, 
it would be much more difficult to do this. 
When should I fill in my census questionnaire? 
Census Day is Sunday 21 March – but you can fill yours in as soon as you get your access code in the post. Your 
answers should be about the people who usually live in your household on this date – even if you’re filling it in 
before then. If you need help, visit www.census.gov.uk 
Do I have to take part? 
If you live in England and Wales, you must take part in the census - it’s a legal requirement. Census 
information helps inform how billions of pounds of public funding is spent. By taking around 10 minutes per 
person to fill in the census questionnaire, you will help make sure your community gets the services needed 
now and in the future. 
Will the government use the information I provide to identify me? 
No. The Office for National Statistics (ONS), which is an independent public body, carries out the census in 
England and Wales. It only ever publishes anonymous information from the census. In fact, it’s a crime to 
share personal census information and everything you say is protected. 
How will the census make a difference to me? 
The census makes a difference to everyone. It’s a once-in-a-decade chance to have your voice heard and 
help inform the future of your local area. 
What if I do not identify with the census options? 
The census asks you about your ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation, religion and    national identity. It’s 
up to you to decide how you would like to answer each question.  
Could information I share affect my benefits or immigration status? 
No. The information you share in the census cannot be used to influence benefit claims, a residency 
application, immigration status or your taxes. Officials dealing with payments or services you receive cannot 
see your census information. 
What if I cannot fill in my census questionnaire online? 
The ONS can help with a wide range of support services to make it as easy as possible for you, whatever your 
needs. Services include: 
• guidance and support in many languages and formats 

• help over the phone, in a web chat or on social media 

• a paper version of the questionnaire, if you prefer 

• accessible census guidance, for example in braille 
In addition, there will be a Wiltshire based Census Support Centre to provide help with online completion. The 
contact details for this will be available very shortly. 
Where can I get this information? 
Everyone will receive a postcard followed by a letter with their digital access code which will contain both the 
website address and phone number for census support. 
What other local support is available? 
Where can I get more information? 
● Your local Census Engagement Manager, Jonny Corbett can provide you with talks, presentations, 

posters, leaflets in many languages and social media content. Contact Jonny via 
jonathan.corbett70@field.census.gov.uk or call 07452930302 

● Downloadable resources are available at 
www.census.gov.uk/downloadable-resources 

● There are still jobs available at the Census www.censusjobs.co.uk 

SPTA NEWS 
For Salisbury Plain Training Area News, giving times of live firing, current and upcoming exercises, go to:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-newsletter 
 
 

 

http://www.census.gov.uk/
mailto:jonathan.corbett70@field.census.gov.uk
http://www.census.gov.uk/downloadable-resources
http://www.censusjobs.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-newsletter
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